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Meaghan Ann Hepburn wrote Lives Worthy of Life and Remembrance: Memorialization 

of the National Socialist Aktion T4 Euthanasia Programme as part of her Master’s thesis to 

receive a degree of Doctor of Philosophy. In Hepburn’s thesis, there is a focus on operation T4, 

but mentions the limited memorialization of disabled victims compared to other groups of 

victims during the Holocaust. Hepburn argues that the limited memorials are due to three factors: 

there is a negative stigma surrounding mental and physical disabilities, legal issues still persist 

because many of the doctors involved in operation T4 were not persecuted for their actions, and 

addressing this topic representing the German people as victims, not just the perpetrators. The 

disabled victim's memorials create many complex problems, in addition to many families not 

wanting the creation of a memorial with the names of their relatives because they did not want to 

be associated with having a disabled family member. This thesis addresses the reasons why the 

Nazi Disabled Victim was built in 2014, compared to the other Holocaust memorials in Berlin, 

most of which were created before 2005. This thesis also addresses why there is such little 

information about the Nazi Disabled Victims Memorial, because there is a negative stigma that 

surrounds it so rather than addressing the disabled victims it is easier to avoid them. Hepburn 

writes about why there is limited documentation regarding the memorial, and why it took so long 
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for a memorial for the disabled victims to be created. This thesis allowed me to understand why I 

was not able to find many articles on the Nazi Disabled Victims Memorial especially compared 

to the other Holocaust memorials. Similar to Hepburn, I wanted to mention the importance of 

this memorial because prior to reading the written documentation at the memorial, I had never 

heard about the 200,000 disabled victims that were murdered and I felt as though this topic 

should be addressed. 


