
While in Berlin one of the things that I found intriguing was the memorials. Each 

memorial we went to were represented in vastly different ways despite the similarities of the 

meanings behind them. Two memorials that particularly struck me because of their variation 

were the East Side Gallery and the Berlin Wall memorial. The East Side Gallery is an open-air 

gallery full of beautiful paintings by hundreds of artists located on the Berlin wall. The Berlin 

Wall memorial allows viewers to gain an understanding of the impact the wall had on the lives of 

those that lived in German. Both memorials were constructed in vastly different ways which 

allow for different interpretations of how the Berlin wall impacted the past and continues to be 

remembered in the future.  

The first memorial I visited in Berlin was on my own with one of my friends from 

boarding school, Svenja. The East Side Gallery is a memorial for the Berlin wall which used to 

separate East and West Berlin. The memorial is part of the Berlin Wall where artists were 

commissioned to paint murals on the wall. I was shocked that these beautiful murals were on this 

wall which represents such tragedy. This wall now represents beauty and joy and is a beautiful 

open-air gallery for the public to enjoy. When we first got to the memorial I asked my friend to 

make sure this had once been the Berlin wall. The paintings were so beautiful and people were 

taking pictures and smiling as they walked by the wall admiring all of the colors. I thought this 

was an appropriate way to create the memorial because it changes the meaning of the wall from 

something that used to destroy hope to a beautiful piece of Berlin which indicates a hopeful 

future. This is especially captured in a picture of two men kissing each other titled “The Kiss of 

Death.” The mural depicts Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev passionately kissing the President of 



East Germany, Erich Honecker.  In reality, this kiss was a “fraternal kiss” but the artist's 1

intention behind this piece references the idea of universal love. The Berlin wall was a symbol of 

violence and division, but the painted murals now depict messages of love and beauty. 

One thing that struck me about this memorial is it was a tourist attraction and people were 

taking pictures in front of all the paintings and looking at all the different images. I loved looking 

at all the images and it demonstrates that Berlin is reflecting on the path but continues to look 

toward the future. The memorials spread throughout Berlin are all vastly different, but this 

memorial was the most unique because of the decision to not just to focus on the past but also the 

future. 

 

The next day in Berlin, I  went to visit another Berlin wall memorial with the Humanities 

group. This memorial was much more somber and stands as a place of remembrance. The 

purpose of this memorial is to remind its visitors of the previous division of the country. The 
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memorial includes a watchtower and part of the wall with gaps to allow viewers to peer through 

the wall. This shows the inhumanity that use to divide Berlin and took the lives of about 160 

people.  This allows people to understand how the wall functioned and is vastly different than 2

the East Side Gallery Memorial of the wall. The museum next to the memorial of the Berlin wall 

further gives the history of the tragedy of the wall. This memorial was surrounded by a sense of 

great seriousness as people quietly observed the memorial, which was not made to look beautiful 

but rather depict the wall as it had been in the past. 

I was interested in the vast difference between the portrayal of these memorials of the 

wall. While in Berlin I enjoyed looking at the memorials that portrayed the same time period and 

evaluating the different decisions in material and structure of the memorials. The East Side 

Gallery and Berlin Wall Memorial felt like two vastly different places each beautiful in their own 

ways and allowed me to understand the harsh history of the wall while understanding the hope 

that Berlin holds for the future. 
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