
Before Humes, I had never questioned the word revolution. Similarly to as mentioned in 

Crowd Control by Lapham, I understood the term revolutionary to describe something new or 

different coming into being such as the unveiling of “a new shade of lipstick.”  In humanities, 1

the challenge is to gain a different perspective of revolution after each unit or to continue to add 

onto one definition. I have found that even since the beginning units of humes, my definition has 

changed and continues to evolve after each unit and study trip.  

As I searched for what to write about in this essay I came across my notes after first 

reading Crowd Control, where I underlined in my red notebook that revolution seems to be 

something that is forgotten. After reading this I realized how much my understanding of 

revolution has grown because revolution surrounds us, it is not always clear because the 

complete overthrow of a government or system does not have to occur for something to be 

revolutionary. Revolution is a change in thought or understanding from a previous 

understanding, which makes revolution something occurring everywhere which is how my year 

in humanities has felt for me.  

After the first two units, which focused on Martin Luther King Jr. and the Copernican 

Revolution I remember thinking to myself that the definition of revolution is simple. The 

definition of revolution must include the complete change of a system or understanding of a 

population furthered by texts, with the guidance of leaders, or a combination of the two, over an 

extended period of time. These revolutions will be met with controversy which was seen when 
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studying King because he was promoting new ideas to abandon the ways of segregation. Martin 

Luther King Jr. was a revolutionary leader through his ideas regarding segregation and his 

willingness to fight for justice and be a fearless leader of the African American community. 

After this unit I defined revolution as the introduction of different ideas that would lead to a 

social change which would be met with resistance and lead to a forceful overthrow of those in 

power.  

My idea of revolution quickly changed, as during a lecture by Professor Ingram, we 

discussed how is radical (maybe even revolutionary) information effectively transmitted? To 

answer this question we watched the music video to This is America and this lead to a discussion 

on how entertainment was used to depict a message about racial problems within America. I had 

not thought about using the platform of social media, more specifically music videos, to send a 

message to the world. I realized that while MLK did start a revolution then if we are still 

focusing on similar problems now could it really have been a revolution according to my past 

definition. For my revolution definition to form it was through the many units and debates as 

well as the study trips that my understanding of how all the units connected was formed.  

While the humes units all greatly focused on revolution and what revolutionary meant, I 

came to fully understand my own definition only after I interacted in a space where I could apply 

what I had learned in humes to the space around me. My trip to Berlin led me to define 

revolution as a change of understanding which generates a new awareness that can be used to 

interact in spaces differently. Rather than being a complete change in a system, I see revolution 

as occurring also on a smaller scale and impacting all people differently, but ultimately resulting 

in a change in the way we understand a place or topic. 
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The study trip gave me the opportunity to visit Europe for the first time, so I was not sure 

what to expect but I was shocked because it seemed too similar to the US. At first, the main 

difference being that people in Berlin were quieter. Walking through the airport we were a loud 

and bustling excited group of students, taking up much of the space and making up most of the 

noise surrounding us, yet I was unaware of this at first. I remember one of my classmates turned 

to me as we walked through the silent airport and she asked me “Do you think they know we 

aren’t from here?” I looked around and answered that I was not sure. After sitting on the public 

transportation I began talking to one of my classmates and about five minutes later I was told to 

talk quieter. As soon as I stopped talking I realized the entire bus was silent. This sparked a 

sudden awareness in myself and I thought to myself how obvious is it  that we are not from here? 

This eventually contributed to my revolution that occurred later on during the study trip. This 

interaction made me more aware of the spaces that I was a part of which contributed with the 

way that I understood the thousands of memorials that surrounded Berlin. This experience is 

what drew me towards finding my revolutionary artifact, because one instance changed the way 

that I entered spaces, especially in this city surrounded by memorials and history. I mention this 

instance because this is what made me realize that for something to be revolutionary, there does 

not have to be a complete overthrow of a government, but rather an introduction to a new 

perspective or understanding.  

My revolution definition would not be complete with adding more about my experience 

in Berlin because after being in this beautiful city for over a week I had many more moments that 

contributed to my definition. In Berlin, one of the main focuses was viewing memorials and this 

was a revolutionary experience because I formed a completely new way of how I interacted with 
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memorials. The first memorial we went to in Berlin was called the Abandoned Room and at first, 

I did not realize it was a memorial. t looked like a piece of public art, similar to the ones seen all 

over Davidson’s campus. One of the professors asked us how we would interact with the space 

and told us that we could step onto the memorial. I still felt unaware of the significance of this 

memorial and some of my classmates including myself stepped onto the memorial. After doing 

so Dr. Denham read the German poem surrounding the memorial which revealed that this 

memorial represented The Deserted Room of a Jewish family whose house had been violently 

entered and left as the family had been taken to concentration camps. After interacting with this 

memorial I spoke to some of my classmates, about how they chose to interact with the memorial. 

Many of them expressed that they were upset that we had been encouraged to step up on the 

memorial. This made me focus on the way I entered memorials and interacted with them. I found 

that all the memorials were very different, from the large cement blocks that made up The 

Murdered Jews of Europe memorial to the tiny stumbling stones which revealed a name of a 

Jewish person and the date they had been deported to a concentration camp along with their date 

of death. My classmates and I began discussing all the different memorials and stopped to read 

all the stumbling stones that we encountered. Berlin hd a revolutionary way of presenting their 

history throughout the city, which forced me to change the way that I interacted with the space I 

was in.  

My interaction and understanding of memorial spaces drastically changed by the time we 

visited our last memorial, which was the Nazi Disabled Victims Memorial. This memorial was 

beautiful because it was a blue glass rectangle and looked as if it was a sculpture. After reading 

the text which was alongside the memorial we sat on the other side of the memorial and 
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discussed how the stories and information we read allowed us to now understand the design of 

the memorial. After viewing this memorial I decided not to take any pictures because the way 

that I interacted with the memorials had changed. I found that I got the most out of my 

experience by not taking pictures and rather trying to soak up the information and analyze the 

memorials in my mind. It was only after reading the written documentation off to the side of the 

memorial that I was able to understand the significance of the blue rectangle. Operation T4 was 

created by the Nazis and lead to the systematic murder of 200,000 disabled people who were 

deemed unworthy of life.  The disabled victims were sent to “hospitals” which were actually 2

killing centers and would provide families with false death certificates.  In addition to the 3

information about operation T4, there are also photographs and stories about the victims who 

were forcibly starved by doctors and then told families that the patients had refused to eat. The 

written documentation also included information about the purpose of the memorial design. 

While doctors were evaluating patients they would draw a red + if the patient would be murdered 

or a blue - sign if the patient would be able to survive. The blue rectangle was a symbol of life 

which few disabled people were able to enjoy. My interaction with this memorial was because of 

its structure in addition to the lecture that followed about disabled victims provided by Professor 

Fox. The memorial design and the group it represented was revolutionary and led me to o chose 

this memorial as my revolutionary artifact.  

2 "Germany Unveils Memorial to Mentally Ill, Disabled Nazi Victims." Xinhua News Agency - CEIS, Sep 
02, 2014. 
http://ezproxy.lib.davidson.edu/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/docview/1558978754?accountid=1
0427. 
3 Melissa Eddy, "Monument Seeks to End Silence on Killings of the Disabled by the Nazis," The New 
York Times, September 2, 2014, accessed April 24, 2019.  
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After developing my understanding of revolution as a change in understanding or a 

decision to look at things in a new way. I wanted to relate it to one of the past units to 

demonstrate how a change in understanding can be revolutionary. Unit 4 focused on a German 

poet, Paul Celan, and his poetry which was based on his experience as a Jew during the 

Holocaust. During this unit, my section focused on the choices John Felstiner made in translating 

Celan’s poems from German to English. It is through translation that allows the reader to 

understand the meaning and symbolism behind the poetry. Before Felstiner’s translation he 

mentions “in making these translations, I’ve consulted multiple drafts of Celan’s poems.”  In 4

class, we discussed how a direct translation of poetry is difficult because the meaning of some 

words are not able to be translated and sometimes “we struggle for an equivalent.”  During this 5

unit, I focused on Celan’s poem Ice, Eden because of the alternative rhyming scheme that was 

apparent in German, which Felstiner copied so that the English translation would have the same 

lyrical tone. I researched the translation of the German words used by Celan to determine if 

Felstiner had to alter the meaning of the translation as a result of maintaining the lyrical tone. It 

was through analyzing Felstiner’s choices in translation that I was able to change my 

understanding and generate a new awareness of the meaning behind Celan’s poems, which 

helped form my definition of revolution.  

Revolution is no longer just a complete overthrow of a system which leads to a new 

government in power, which was my understanding of revolution prior to humanities. The units 

4 Celan, Paul. Selected Poems And Prose of Paul Celan. Translated by John Felstiner. )New York: W.W. 
Norton & Company Inc., 2001), xxvii 
 
5 Felstiner, John. “Deep in the Glowing Text-Void”: Translating Late Celan.” Representations, No. 32 
(Autumn 1990):175. 
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and study trips in Humanities have led me to re-evaluate the definition of a word that I thought 

was obvious. Revolution is an experience or exposure to something multiple times which leads 

to a change in the way that you perceive it. Based on this definition I have had a revolution 

during my time in Humanities because my experience and continual exposure to the ideas of 

revolution has lead to my change in the understanding of this term. My time in humanities has 

allowed me to learn from many different professors, classmates and papers which lead to my 

revolution and allowed me to enter each unit and form a change in the understanding of 

revolution and all the topics discussed.  

 

These were my notes after reading and discussing Lampan’s essay Crowd Control.  

 

This was my first understanding of revolution that I wrote after the first unit 
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